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2021 Officers 

President 

Jim Kanne 

jmkanne0054@sbcglobal.net 

Immediate Past President 

Sam Leach 

samleach@comcast.net 

Vice President 

Jim Mounter 

jmounter@att.net 

Co-Secretaries 

Toni Stergion and Lynn Mounter 

jmounter@att.net 

Treasurer 

Skip Keyser 

napakiwanian@aol.com 

 

Chairpeople 
Editor/Historian – Jim Mounter 

Hospitality – Jean Keyser 

Raffle – Howdy Rogers 

Sunshine – Barbara Fanucchi 

The Wine Press is a publication of the Napa 

Valley A’s, a chapter of the Model A Ford Club 

of America.   Permission to reproduce items 

published in the Wine Press is granted; 

however please give credit to the Wine Press 

when appropriate.  The Wine Press welcomes 

any articles or suggestions that are of general 

interest to the Model A hobbyist.  Please 

submit all such material to the editor, 

jmounter@att.net, by the end of the month 

preceding publication. 

A Look Back 

Napa Valley A’s History for November/December 

November 25, 2006:  Six Model A’s represented the Napa 

Valley A’s in the Napa Christmas Parade.  Those driving their 

cars were Milt Totman and his friend John, Fred Tremewan, Joe 

Midile with Virginia and Ken, Ron Stevens and Claudia Spain, 

Randy and Lea Stegman, and Matt and Marianne Stegman.  

Once again, we won the prize for the best use of lights. 

 

December 15, 2006:  The Napa Valley A’s Christmas Party was 

held at the River City Restaurant.  Dinner choices included 

salmon, prime rib, or vegetarian.  Paula Belden hosted the 

party where we honored Howard and Elsie Goines on their 

upcoming 65th wedding anniversary. 

 

December 9, 2011:  The Napa Valley A’s Christmas Luncheon 

was held at the Napa Valley Cooking School.   The Marin A’s 

joined us for this occasion with both clubs donating gift baskets 

that were raffled off with the proceeds going to support the 

school. 

 

A Look Forward 

November 27: Napa Christmas Parade, 5:00 pm downtown 

Napa 

December 4: Napa Valley A’s Christmas Luncheon at 

Farm Restaurant, 1:00 pm 

 

January 27: Napa Valley A’s Meeting 7:30 pm at Creekside 

Community Church, Napa  
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Sunshine Café Ice Cream Social 

 There were nine of us for the ice cream social last 

month at Sunshine Café.  It was a beautiful sunny 

day and we were seated outside on the sidewalk in 

front of the café.  Martina drove Ken’s Model A, 

while the rest of us arrived in modern cars.  

  

 
 

 
 

There was a slight problem with having enough 

chairs, but we used a folding canvas chair to make 

up the difference. 
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For Sale 

Model A Fenders 

 

 
 

 
 

Set of fenders for a 1930 Model A Ford.  Fronts will 

fit any body style; the rear fenders will fit coupes, 

roadsters, and pickups.  Also available are a set of 

running boards for a 1930 Model A. Price is $300 

for the set.   Motivated seller.  Contact Brian King 

at 707-280-8305 or spanglishkings@yahoo.com.  

 

Miscellaneous Model A Parts 

Most are for 1930/31, but some will fit all years.  

Front and rear bumper brackets, rear bumpers 

(need rechroming),  set of rear fender brackets for 

coupe, rear spare tire carrier for coupe, radiator 

support rod, and emergency brake handles.  

Contact Jim Mounter at 707-255-2592 or 

jmounter@att.net.  
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Time For Birthdays  

Larry Dreyer    November 12  

Ken Rands    November 14 

Colby Jennings    November 27 

Jean Keyser    December 14 

Sam Leach    December 19 

Rich Mond    December 19 

 
Claudia & Ron Stevens  December 30 

Toni Stergion/Colby Jennings  December 31 

 
Mel Gross would like to save all of you Model Aers  

from Northern California some money by buying his 

product through Bob Grady of the Diablo A’s in 

Concord, CA.  You will save shipping costs to and from 

Southern California. 

Model A Cast Iron Brake Drums 

 Set of 4 drums and studs: $300.00 

Bonded and arced Brake Shoes 

 Set of 8 shoes for 4 wheels 

 With exchange:   $156.00 

Bonded Emergency Bands, 1 pair 

 Bonded with woven lining 

 With exchange:     $88.00 

Contact Bob Grady at 925-933-1154 

   
 

   

   

 

Check out our posts on Facebook.  Just use the 

Facebook search engine and look for Napa Valley A’s. 
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Meeting Date 

There are no regular business meetings during the 

months of November and December, so the next 

meeting will be on the fourth Thursday, January 

27th at 7:30.  More info will be available in the 

January newsletter. 

Christmas Luncheon 

This year the Christmas Luncheon will be held on 

December 4th at 1:00 pm at the Farm, located at 

4048 Sonoma Hwy in Napa.  

 

 
 

The menu includes Red Sweet Gem Salad, choice of 

Trofie Pasta Carbonara, Flatiron Steak Frites, or 

Miso Glazed Chilean Seabass, and dessert.   Please 

email Toni Stergion at amstergion@gmail.com or 

text or call 707-363-5754 to let her know your 

choice. Seating is limited, so if you have not 

previously indicated that you will attend, seating 

will be on a space available basis. 

Cost will be $58 per person, including tax and tip.  

If we bring wine there will be a $10 corkage fee per 

bottle.  Mail checks made out to Napa Valley A’s to 

PO Box 2656, Napa, CA 94558.   Checks must be 

received by November 30th.   

In addition, we will be having a gift exchange 

following the luncheon.  Please bring one wrapped 

gift per couple to participate.  A limit of $25 per gift 

was agreed upon at the October meeting. 

 

4 

 

 

Q & A Section 

Q: I’m new to the Model A.  I bought a 29 pickup 

and the steering is terrible.  Seriously all over the 

road.  What’s the fix for this? 

Patrick Parks 

A: My 29 PU was so bad, death wobble and 

wandering. Replaced worn kingpins and bushings, 

adjusted 2 tooth steering box according to Les 

Andrew's manual, and am now on the road with 

less than 3 inches of play in steering wheel and 

going down the road straight. 

John Dodd 

A: I had that same issue of a death wobble. I would 

have to stop the car and start off again to stop it. 

Everything was tight. Turned out to be a loose 

wheel bearing. 

Lonny Everman 

A: Also check your wishbone, if someone put a 

rubber spacer in for a worn ball and the rubber is 

now soft and nasty from the oil dripping on it you 

need to fix it. One more thing to fix to help the 

steering.  Another thing, make sure your toe in 

adjustment is correct or no matter what you do it 

will dart all over. 

Jon Eckel 

A:  have the same problem. It could be a handful of 

things, it could be an adjustment in your steering 

gear, it could be your pitman arm and also in your 

front suspension. Les Andrew's book definitely 

helped me with it. But if you over adjust the two 

tooth steering gear it can get to the point where 

it's impossible to turn the steering wheel. 

Rebuilding the unit or purchasing a new one is 

really the way to go. I've got about 4 in from center 

on mine.  

Jeremy Denton 

mailto:amstergion@gmail.com
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Membership Renewal 

2022 membership dues are due at the beginning of 

the year. To renew your membership or join as a 

new member, send a check made out to Napa 

Valley A’s for $25 per family using the form at the 

back of this newsletter. 

 
November 11, 2021 

 
November 25, 2021 

What’s the difference between a cranberry 

farmer and a pirate? Pirates bury their treasure 

and cranberry farmers treasure their berries. 

My family asked me to stop telling Thanksgiving 

jokes.  I told them I couldn’t quit cold turkey. 
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Christmas Parade 

The 57th annual Christmas Parade will be held 

November 27th in downtown Napa.  Although the 

club has decided not to participate this year, it is a 

great parade to watch from the sidelines.  Entries 

will assemble on Second Street at Wilson at 3:00 

and the parade will start at 5:00. The parade will be 

cancelled if the weather is bad. 

 

 

Eighty Years Ago This Year 

 

 

Did you hear about the man who stole an Advent 
Calendar?   

He got 25 days. 
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Napa Valley A’s 

General Meeting October 28, 2021 

 

 President Jim Kanne brought the meeting to order at 6:35 pm.  Fourteen members were present. 

 The minutes from last month’s meeting were approved. 

 Treasurer’s Report:  Skip Keyser circulated the Treasurer’s Report. $20 came in last month; $19 from 

 the raffle and $1 for badges. 

 Club Activities:  The Ice Cream Social was held at the Sunshine Café. 

 Parade:  The annual Christmas Parade is scheduled for Nov 27 and starts at 5:00. It will be cancelled if 

 the weather is bad. People have until Nov. 20th to enter. Assembly starts at 3:00. We do not plan to 

 participate. 

 Sunshine Report:  Barbara Fanucchi had no report of anyone not feeling well. Virginia Midile is doing 

 better. 

 Editor’s Report: Jim Mounter submitted a bill for $92.87 for ink and stamps. 

 Hospitality Report: We had the Pie Social at tonight’s meeting. Each member brought a pie to share. 

 Barbara Fanucchi  and Gerri Rogers brought ice cream. 

 Old Business: Sam Leach passed out “This Lady Drives a Model A” patches to Barbara Fanucchi, Virginia 

 Midile, Gerri Rogers and Toni Stergion.   A patch was given to Ken Midile to present to Martina. 

 “Model A Ford Day” patches were distributed to Toni Stergion and Colby Jennings  by Jim Mounter. 

 It was suggested that we might be able to display the patches on vests, a sash, or mounted on a display 

 board at car shows. 

 New Business:  The Christmas Luncheon will be held at The Farm (next to the Boon Fly Café), per Toni 

 Stergion.  Fish, pasta and meat options will be offered, as well as soup or salad and dessert. People can 

 bring their own wine with no corkage. Check the online menu for other details. The Marin and Sonoma 

 A’s may join us next year. 

 We will have a White Elephant gift exchange with a price limit of $25. 

 

 Continued on Page 7 
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Continued from Page 6 

An election for club officers was held. All current officers will retain their positions for the upcoming year. 

Raffle:  $28 was made on the raffle and $3 was made from badges. 

Shop Talk:  Jim Mounter reported that he has a number of Model A parts from former member Brian King to 

give away to club members who may need them.   Brian also has a set of fenders (front and rear) from a 1930 

roadster for sale.  Skip Keyser received a call from a fellow in Fairfield with a ‘death rattle’ in the front end. He 

has a late ’29 two door with 16” tires.  There was 90 degrees play in the steering wheel. 

Skip also mentioned that a guy up valley has 2 A’s that need to be tuned. 

Good of the Order: The other day I took a drive down a country road, where I happened upon one of my 

neighbors standing under a large looking forlornly into the branches.  I stopped and asked him what was 

wrong, and he held up the hand crank from his Ford.  “I was cranking it and it flew off the handle!” 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:58. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lynn Mounter, Co-Secretary 

Napa Valley A’s Elections 

Elections were held during the October meeting.  The present officers agreed to continue in office for the 

coming year.  They are: President-Jim Kanne, Vice-President-Jim Mounter, Co-Secretaries- Lynn Mounter and 

Toni Stergion, and Treasurer-Skip Keyser.  

Merry Christmas 
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Napa Valley A’s 2022 Membership Application 

***** Membership Application/2022 Annual Dues Renewal***** 

NOTE: Annual dues for 2022 are $25.00 per family 

Make check payable to Napa Valley A’s and mail to: PO Box 2656, Napa, CA 94558 

(Mail your annual Model A Ford Club of America dues directly to: MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress St, La Habra, CA 90631.) 

 

Name: _______________________________ Birthday: ______________ Email: _____________________ 

 

Name: _______________________________ Birthday: ______________ Email: _____________________ 

 

MAFCA Member?  Y  N  MAFCA Membership Number: ________________________ 

 

Phone: ___________________ Cell Phone: ___________________ Anniversary: _____________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ City: __________________ State: ______Zip: ____________ 

 

Model A Year(s): ______________________ Model(s) ______________ Restored? Y  N Need Help? Y  N 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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