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2022 Officers 

President 

Jim Kanne 

jmkanne0054@sbcglobal.net 

Immediate Past President 

Sam Leach 

samleach@comcast.net 

Vice President 

Jim Mounter 

jmounter@att.net 

Co-Secretaries 

Toni Stergion and Lynn Mounter 

jmounter@att.net 

Treasurer 

Skip Keyser 

napakiwanian@aol.com 

 

Chairpeople 
Editor/Historian – Jim Mounter 

Hospitality – Jean Keyser 

Raffle – Howdy Rogers 

Sunshine – Barbara Fanucchi 

The Wine Press is a publication of the Napa 

Valley A’s, a chapter of the Model A Ford Club 

of America.   Permission to reproduce items 

published in the Wine Press is granted; 

however please give credit to the Wine Press 

when appropriate.  The Wine Press welcomes 

any articles or suggestions that are of general 

interest to the Model A hobbyist.  Please 

submit all such material to the editor, 

jmounter@att.net, by the end of the month 

preceding publication. 

A Look Back 

Napa Valley A’s History for February 

February 7, 2007: Four Model A’ers met at Togo’s/Baskin 

Robbins in the South Napa Marketplace.  Jim Mounter, Marty 

Leach, and Larry and Linda Dreyer sat at a table in front of a 

window and watched the falling rain, pedestrians dodging 

automobiles, and chatted.  After consuming our Togo’s 

sandwiches and chips we decided it was too cold for ice cream. 

February 17, 2007:  A bright and shiny Saturday morning 

brought out nine Model A members for the Sweetheart 

Breakfast at Siena.  Joe and Virginia Midile, John and Chris 

Davis, Jack and Gene Tschida, Marty and Sam Leach, and Jim 

Mounter attended.  At each place were four chocolates made 

by Sam, wrapped in cellophane and tied with raffia.   We had 

time for a leisurely visit before the meal and lots of excellent 

tour ideas were discussed. 

February 9, 2012:  At the January meeting it was decided that 

the Ice Cream Socials would be held on the second Thursday of 

the month.  This month’s Ice Cream Social was held at Foster 

Freeze on Imola. 

February 25, 2012: A Car Clinic was held at the Midile’s garage 

featuring Sam Leach’s Model A.   A follow-up work day was 

scheduled for March 4th to complete the work. 

A Look Forward 

February 13: Cars n Coffee 8:00 am at Brewed in the Napa 

Outlets, 865 Factory Stores Dr., Napa 

February 24: Napa Valley A’s Meeting 7:00 pm at Creekside 

Community Church, Napa  
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New Meeting Time 

The next meeting will be on the fourth Thursday, 

February  24th at 7:00 pm at Creekside Community 

Church located at 1050 Hagen Rd. in Napa.  Skip 

and Jean Keyser wil be bringing refreshments.  The 

new meeting time was adopted at the January 

meeting.  It is one half hour earlier than our 

previous meeting time.  

Dues Are Due 

Membership dues for 2022 are $25 per family and 

are now due.  Send your check to Napa Valley A’s, 

PO Box 2656, Napa, CA 94558 or bring it to the 

February meeting. 

 

Napa Valley Hot Rods 

Cars n Coffee 
Come and bring those cars out.  Let’s start 2022 

with a bang!!! Come and enjoy some great coffee 

from Brewed! 

 

865 Factory Stores Dr., Napa, CA 94558 

 

The February Ice Cream Social will be a car show 

organized by Napa Valley Hot Rods.  The event is 

called Cars n Coffee and takes place at Brewed in 

the Napa Outlets.  This event will take place on 

Sunday, February 13 from 8:00 am to 10:00 am.  

Anyone interested is invited to attend. 

 

 

 

 

Q & A Section 

 

Q:  Will a 29 water outlet fit on a 30 motor? 

Jerrell Shell 

 

A: If you are putting a 1930 motor in a 29 car, yes 

the water outlet can be changed. 

Pete Wannamaker 

 

A: 28-29 is different from 30-31 in length. Radiator 

hose may not line up properly. 

Bill Blanton 

 

A: I just found out because I just tried to put a 29 

radiator to a 30 motor and the hose didn’t line up 

and wasn’t the right length. 

Jerrell Shell 

 

A: Bear in mind that if you use a 29 radiator, your 

30/31 shroud won’t fit, nor will your 30/31 hood. 

Just letting you know that it can be a slippery 

slope! 

Nate Koch 

 

A:  I have a 29 radiator, shell and hood plus a 29 

cowl. I found out the hard way. I was going all 30 

hooked up to a 29 cowl. 

Jerrell Shell 

A: I did the same thing, only backwards. Was 

shooting for 28/29 and ended up 30/31. 

Nate Koch 
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Time For Birthdays  

Lynn Mounter    February 18  

Sheila Kanne    February 19 

Judy Rossi    February 23 

Ron Pippert    February 25 

 

 
Marty & Sam Leach   February 6 

Jean & Skip Keyser   February 2 

 

 

   
 

   

   

 

Check out our posts on Facebook.  Just use the 

Facebook search engine and look for Napa Valley A’s. 
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What Happened? 

Last year, as I was coming home from the August 

tour, I heard a “ting, ting, ting” sound coming from 

the front of the engine.  When I pulled over to see 

what was causing it, I found the fan had come 

loose and was hitting the back side of my radiator 

causing a small pinhole leak.  I was able to take the 

fan belt off the pulley and make it home without 

any more trouble. 

 

Later, when I removed the water pump, I found 

that the cotter pin and the woodruff key were not 

found but the castle nut had fallen between the 

radiator and fan shroud.  Both the nut and the 

water pump shaft had stripped threads.  In 

addition, the slot for the woodruff key had been 

gauged out on one side. 
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The nut had a rounded appearance on the back 

side. 

 
 

The fan had a slightly raised lip on the hub and the 

slot for the woodruff key was nearly filled.  A thin 

piece of metal similar to a shim was found inside 

the hub. 

 
 

My theory is that the cotter pin sheared off over a 

period of years.  The nut then backed off causing 

some play between the fan hub and the nut.  As 

the nut gradually backed off more and more, the 

play increased causing the threads to be stripped 

and the woodruff key to shear off a portion of the 

slot on the pump shaft.  I am at a loss to explain 

how the cotter pin sheared to start this process. 

Any other ideas or theories of how this failure 

happened are welcome.  The lesson I take from it is 

to check the cotter pin at least once a year. 

Jim Mounter 
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Burtz Block Arrived! 

Jim Kanne 

 

 
 

My "Burtz Block" finally arrived! I ordered one of 
the just going into production blocks in March of 
last year and it was covid slow walked, port 
congestion delivered 10 January 2022. My block, 
balanced crank, connecting rods and lightened 
flywheel were part of a palletized shipment of 
seven blocks. Bill Pugh, a Diablo A's member, kindly 
offered his business site as a shipping point, 
consolidated several individual orders and 
coordinated shipping details thus saving four 
purchasers a significant bit on their shipping 
expenses from Kentucky. If you are considering a 
Burtz Block, talk to Bill about shipping. Delivery to a 
commercial address is decidedly less expensive. 
 

 
 

 
Contact information for Bill Pugh: personal cell 
phone (707) 373-4415 / Ralphs-Pugh Co / 3931 
Oregon Street / Benicia, CA 94510 
 
For those who haven't heard about these new 
engine blocks, Terry Burtz of the Santa Clara Model 
A Ford Chapter has been working for over 15 years 
to get new Model A engine blocks cast. After many 
disappointing results with domestic foundries, 
Terry finally found a solid engine block foundry.  
 
The externally unchanged, internally altered 5-
main bearing design includes a dynamically 
balanced crankshaft and connecting rods with large 
2" bearings. Babbit bearings are replaced by 
modern, commonly available insert bearings. 
Intake pathways were altered to improve fuel flow 
to the engine. 
 
 The blocks are plumbed to go full pressure with an 
oil filter or not, as desired. All remaining 
components needed to complete the engine build 
are simply stock Model A engine parts. 
 
Now that the new blocks are here, there are still 
parts and processes needed before they become a 
running engine. Bill Pugh is looking into saving a bit 
by having the blocks built into engines as a group 
by a well regarded Martinez engine builder. Stay 
tuned. 
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Napa Valley A’s 

General Meeting January 27, 2022 

President Jim Kanne called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m.  Ten members were present. 

Secretary’s Report:  There were no minutes as we did not meet in December. 

Correspondence:  None 

Treasurer’s Report: Skip Keyser sent an email with the financial report.   There was some 

discussion of the cost of our post office box which increased by $24 in the three days between 

the time we received the notice that it was due until it was paid. 

Club Activities:  Jim Kanne is attending the Turlock Swap Meet on January 29th.   

The weather was too cold in January to have an Ice Cream Social. 

The Ice Cream Social for February will be a get together at Brewed in the Napa Premium Outlets 

on February 13th from 8:00 am to 10:00 am.  The get together is called Cars and Coffee. 

Editor’s Report:  Jim Mounter noted the temporary club name change to Napa Model A Society 

on the front page of the newsletter.  This was in response to the menus printed for our 

Christmas Luncheon at the Farm restaurant.  He also apologized for the late issue of the January 

newsletter due to internet connection problems. 

Sunshine Report:  Barbara Fanucchi reported that Ken Midile is not feeling well with back 

problems.  Barbara will send a “Thinking of You” card to Larry and Linda Dreyer. 

Hospitality Report:  Jim and Lynn Mounter brought persimmon cookies and coffee for 

refreshments.  February refreshments will be provided by Jean and Skip Keyser.  Barbara 

Fanucchi volunteered to bring refreshments in March and Sam Leach volunteered for the July 

tour and refreshments. 

Old Business:  None 

New Business:  There was a discussion of moving the meeting time up to 7:00 pm from 7:30.  

Sam Leach made a motion to move the meeting time and it was seconded by Howdy Rogers.  

The motion was approved.  The new meeting time will be 7:00 pm starting with the February 

meeting. 

Raffle:   The raffle was held but the amount collected was not announced at the meeting. 

Continued on Page 7 
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Continued from Page 6 

Shop Talk: Jim Kanne reported that his new Burtz engine block has arrived.  Due to the congestion on the west 

coast ports, the block was shipped through the Panama Canal to the east coast and then to California.  Even 

with all of the extra mileage, the shipping cost for his engine was only $175.  This was because a member of 

the Diablo A’s arranged for shipping of seven engines on one pallet that were to be delivered to his business 

address.  The combined shipping and using the business address lowered the shipping costs significantly. 

Toni Stergion brought copies of “This Lady Drives A Model A Ford,” an eight page guide to operating the 

Model A for new drivers.  Extra copies are available if anyone is interested. 

Good of the Order: 

  “I have been through some terrible things in my life, some of which actually happened.” 

Mark Twain 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:44 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynn Mounter, Co-Secretary   

Membership Renewal 

2022 membership dues were due at the beginning of the year  To renew your membership or join as a new 

member, send a check made out to Napa Valley A’s for $25 per family to PO Box 2656, Napa, CA 94558 using 

the form at the back of this newsletter.  Model A Ford Club of America dues should be sent directly to MAFCA, 

250 S. Cypress St., La Habra, CA 90631. 
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Napa Valley A’s 2022 Membership Application 

***** Membership Application/2022 Annual Dues Renewal***** 

NOTE: Annual dues for 2022 are $25.00 per family 

Make check payable to Napa Valley A’s and mail to: PO Box 2656, Napa, CA 94558 

(Mail your annual Model A Ford Club of America dues directly to: MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress St, La Habra, CA 90631.) 

 

Name: _______________________________ Birthday: ______________ Email: _____________________ 

 

Name: _______________________________ Birthday: ______________ Email: _____________________ 

 

MAFCA Member?  Y  N  MAFCA Membership Number: ________________________ 

 

Phone: ___________________ Cell Phone: ___________________ Anniversary: _____________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ City: __________________ State: ______Zip: ____________ 

 

Model A Year(s): ______________________ Model(s) ______________ Restored? Y  N Need Help? Y  N 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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