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2022 Officers 

President 

Jim Kanne 

jmkanne0054@sbcglobal.net 

Immediate Past President 

Sam Leach 

samleach@comcast.net 

Vice President 

Jim Mounter 

jmounter@att.net 

Co-Secretaries 

Toni Stergion and Lynn Mounter 

jmounter@att.net 

Treasurer 

Skip Keyser 

napakiwanian@aol.com 

 

Chairpeople 
Editor/Historian – Jim Mounter 

Hospitality – Jean Keyser 

Raffle – Howdy Rogers 

Sunshine – Barbara Fanucchi 

The Wine Press is a publication of the Napa 

Valley A’s, a chapter of the Model A Ford Club 

of America.   Permission to reproduce items 

published in the Wine Press is granted; 

however please give credit to the Wine Press 

when appropriate.  The Wine Press welcomes 

any articles or suggestions that are of general 

interest to the Model A hobbyist.  Please 

submit all such material to the editor, 

jmounter@att.net, by the end of the month 

preceding publication. 

A Look Back 

Napa Valley A’s History for April 

April 28, 2007: Twenty-three Model Aers gathered at the home 

of Jack and Gene Tschida for a tour of Far Niente Winery.  The 

tour included not only the grounds of the winery, but a trip to 

the tasting room for a glass of Chardonnay, and a tour of the 

wine cellar where our guide briefed us on the history of the 

Nichol family, who are the owners of the estate and winery.  

We then went down a narrow spiral staircase to the caves 

where wine was aging in oak barrels and enjoyed a glass of 

Cabernet.  We also enjoyed a tour of the classic car collection 

of the late Gil Nichol while tasting Dolce, a late harvest wine.  

After the tour, we moved on to Pacific Blues where we enjoyed 

a tasty lunch and answered Gene’s trivia teasers. 

April 28, 2012:  Thirty members and their guests went on the 

Jelly Belly Tour led by Pete and Cindy Smith.  We started the 

day at Baskin Robbins and then travelled to Pete’s home for a 

fantastic breakfast and a musical performance by their 

daughter Emily.  We then went to the Jelly Belly factory for a 

tour and photo op in front of the store.  Afterwards we went to 

the Classic Car and Sales Museum followed by ice cream and 

then some refreshments at Thompson’s Corner. 

A Look Forward 

April 10: Cars n Coffee 8:00 am at Brewed in the Napa Outlets, 

865 Factory Stores Dr., Napa 

April 13:  Ice Cream Social at Habit Burger on Soscol, 6:00 pm 

April 23: Sacramento Swap Meet, Yolo County Fairgrounds 

Woodland, CA $12 Admission, $5 Parking 

April 28: Napa Valley A’s Meeting 7:00 pm at Creekside 

Community Church, Napa 
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Napa Valley Hot Rods 

Cars n Coffee 

 

865 Factory Stores Dr., Napa, CA 94558 

The event is called Cars n Coffee and takes place at 

Brewed in the Napa Outlets.  This event will take 

place on Sunday, April 10 from 8:00 am to 10:00 

am.  Anyone interested is invited to attend.  Jim 

and Sheila Kanne, Toni Stergion and Colby Jennings 

brought their Model A’s to Cars n Coffee last 

month.   Come and enjoy some great coffee from 

Brewed!   Text Toni at 707 363-5754 if you are 

planning to attend this month. 

 

 

 

 

 

Q & A Section 

Q: Going to have to run an electric fuel 

pump....what psi do I need to get? 

Mark Klement 

A: Why would you do this on an A? The gravity feed 

is all you need. If by some chance you are doing a 

speedster project and locating the tank in the back, 

you could put in a small tank, about a quart, under 

the hood about at stock tank level. Then run the 

electric pump output to that with a return back to 

the main tank. Put the tank drain about half way up 

the small tank so there is a constant level in it and a 

drain tube to the carb at the bottom. 

Charles Chaplin 

 

A: I was thinking that also thanks.... I have a 

fiberglass body unless I make a tank in place of the 

stock location. 

Mark Klement 

 

A: Unless you are running a modern downdraft 

carburetor like maybe a Weber, you should not use 

a fuel pump. Model A updrafts can’t handle any 

pressure beyond what is provided by gravity feed. 

The needle valve will leak causing you to run rich 

regardless of any adjustments.  

Charles Lamb 

 

A: Normally it’s gravity fed and the pressure would 

be less than 0.4 psi per ft of elevation. So, with a 

stock carb you only want about 1 psi at the carb. 

George Ross 

A: I run an electric pump and regulator in a 27 

Whippet and anything over 1.5psi and it pours fuel 

everywhere, under 1psi it starves for fuel. 

J R Ric 
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Time For Birthdays  

Celeste Weklych   April 16 

John Davis    April 30 

Toni Stergion    May 2 

Ken Midile    May 3 

 

 
Diane and Rich Mond   April 12 

 

Napa Valley A’s Website 

 

 
 

Use this link to visit our new website. 

Thanks to Ken Rands for setting it up! 

napavalleyas.org  

 

 

 

   
 

   

   

 

Check out our posts on Facebook.  Just use the 

Facebook search engine and look for Napa Valley A’s. 
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Meeting Date 

The next meeting will be on the fourth Thursday, 

April 28th at 7:00 pm at Creekside Community 

Church located at 1050 Hagen Rd. in Napa.  Jim and 

Sheila Kanne will bring refreshments.   

Ice Cream Social 

 

This month’s Ice Cream Social will be at the Habit 
Burger Grill.  The restaurant is located at 304 Soscol 

Avenue in Napa.  The event will be on Wednesday, 
April 13th  at 6:00 pm. 

 

 

 

   Tech Tip 

By Jim Cannon  

“The Right Tool for the Job” – Part 2 

 My previous Tech Tip dealt with using the right 

wrench to get a good grip on a nut or bolt when 

you need to apply a lot of torque (twist) to break it 

loose, or to fasten something well. Today we talk 

about something similar, when you need to apply a 

lot of twist to a plain slotted screw. If you use the 

right tool, you will loosen the screw and be happy. 

But all too often the tip of the screwdriver just 

chews up the slot in the screw. It‘s not you, it’s the 

screwdriver. The most common screwdriver sold 

today has a “standard taper” tip. It’s kind of a “one 

size fits all” design. It does not really fit in the 

screw slot very well, and when you twist it hard, it 

climbs up out of the slot with what is known as 

“cam action”. The harder you twist, the more the 

screwdriver tip wants to climb up out of the slot, 

taking metal with it. Pretty soon you have a screw 

that you can no longer get a good grip on to 

remove. A much better screwdriver tip design, very 

popular with gunsmiths (because they need to 

apply a lot of torque to slotted screws without 

chewing them up) is called a “hollow ground” tip. 

These screwdrivers are precision ground so that 

the tip going into the screw slot has two very well 

formed, parallel sides that fill up the screw slot for 

a nice tight fit that you can really apply some 

torque to! Hollow ground screwdrivers are sold in a 

wide assortment of tip widths (to match the length 

of the slot in the screw head) and tip thicknesses 

(to match the width of the slot). When you have a 

good assortment of them, you can carefully select 

the screwdriver with the tip that best fits the screw 

slot in both length and width. 

 Continued on Page 5 
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Member Profile:  Matt and Lee Ann Pendergast 

 

Q: Where were you born? 
A: We were both born n Vallejo, CA 

  
Q: What is your occupation (or former occupation if retired)? 
-A: Matt is a retired automotive mechanic and shop owner.   Lee Ann is a retired medical sonographer and 
Radiology Director. 
 

Q: How old were you when you saw your first Model A? 
A: Just a kid, Matt was 10. 

  
Q: When did you first become interested in Model As? 
A: Matt became interested in Model As as a kid. 
  
Q: What was the year and model of your first Model A (or the Model A you would like to own)? 
A: Matt’s first Model A was a 1928 roadster.  Lee Ann would like to own one Matt is not working on. 

  
Q: How many Model A’s have you owned in your lifetime? 
A: Matt has owned two. 

  
Q: What was your longest trip in a Model A? 
A: Longest trip so far has been around the block. 
 

 Q: What was the last event in which you drove or rode in a Model A? 
A: No events.  We are looking forward to making new friends. 
 
 Q: What is the next major project for your Model A? 
A:  Matt is rebuilding the steering box.  Lee Ann wants to get Matt to quit working and spending money on it.  

 

Q: What would your fellow Model Aers be surprised to know about you? 
A: When Matt was in business he would work on just about anything that rolled: Packards, Model As, Model B 
flat heads, Ford Woodys, 30’s and 40’s closed drive line Chevrolets with vacuum shift, military trucks and 
Jeeps, tractors, forklifts, gas powered compressors, all the way to today’s computer controlled vehicles, and 
even RV’s.  Lee Ann loves to cook and try new recipes on friends as guinea pigs. 
 
Continued from Page 4 
 

I do not have room for a large collection of individual screwdrivers, so I bought myself a nice gunsmith 

screwdriver set in a case. It has many hollow ground tips of various widths and thicknesses, so I can find the 

one that best fits the screw I am dealing with. Armed with these hollow ground tips and some penetrating oil, 

you should be able to break loose and refasten any screw you come across. Until next time, 

 Have a Model A Day!  
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Napa Valley A’s 

General Meeting March 24, 2022 

President Jim Kanne called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.  Thirteen members were present 

including our new member, Michael Simmons, who happens to be the only one in the club 

currently with an AA. 

Secretary’s Report:  The February meeting minutes as published in the newsletter were 

approved with the following correction:  Jim Kanne stated that he had ordered his muffler 

correctly but it was fabricated too long.   It was taken care of and adjusted to the correct size 

with no issues.  

Correspondence:  None 

Treasurer’s Report: Skip Keyser passed around the financial report and stated that the club is 

financially solvent. 

 At this time we have fifteen paid family units that are part of the club. 

Club Activities:  Jim and Sheila Kanne, Toni Stergion and Colby Jennings attended the Cars n 

Coffee event at the Napa Outlets on March 13th.  Toni and Colby brought their new grandson 

and his parents too, getting him started young.  It was a small turnout as well, it not being the 

best weather that day.  The next Cars n Coffee event will again be the second Sunday in April, 

which is also Palm Sunday. 

The April Ice Cream Social will be held at the Habit Burger on Soscol Avenue on Wednesday, 

April 13th at 6:00 pm.  

We are still brainstorming for a May event. 

We are in favor of attending the Ford dealership car show again in June.  Skip Keyser will find 

out the details and report back to the club. 

Sam Leach will look into the logistics of the Calistoga 4th of July parade.  Sam wants to do 

something special on July 30th as that is the 159th birthday of Henry Ford. 

We need to also brainstorm some ideas for August and September. 

Jim Kanne will talk to Ken Midile about maybe having a car clinic at some point. 

 

Continued on Page 7 
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Continued from Page 6 

We are talking about the Yountville Pioneer Days parade again in October.  It was fun last year.  It is on 

Sunday, October 2nd this year.  The parade starts at 12:00 pm. 

Editor’s Report:  None 

Sunshine Report:  Barbara Fanucchi sent Valentines cards to past members with an invitation to join our 

meetings.  Maybe we can entice some members to return to the meetings. 

Hospitality Report: Barbara Fanucchi brought cookies and ice cream for refreshments.  Jim and Sheila Kanne 

will provide refreshments for April.  Toni and Colby have volunteered to bring refreshments for May and 

Howdy Rogers will bring refreshments in June.  

Old Business:  Skip Keyser will follow up on the refund of the additional $24 in post office box costs. 

We discussed the possibility of a website for the club.  The cost is expected to be $12 per year.  It was voted to 

establish the website with the URL napavalleyas.org.  Ken will set up the website and encourages all of us to 

keep it going and up to date.   

New Business:  None  

Raffle:   The raffle brought in $25 for the evening.   

Shop Talk: Jim Kanne asked if anyone knew how to wire up an early drum taillight.  He says it looks like it takes 

a double filament bulb for the brake light, but a double filament bulb does not fit in the socket.  It was 

suggested that since there were only two wires going to the taillight there should be two single filament bulbs, 

one for the taillight and one for the brake light. 

Good of the Order: 

 “I heard that 95% of every Model A ever manufactured is still on the road.  The other 5% made it home.”

Authorship unattributed 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:33pm. 

Toni Stergion, Co-Secretary 
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Is this a Model A?  Ask Sam 
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Napa Valley A’s 2022 Membership Application 

***** Membership Application/2022 Annual Dues Renewal***** 

NOTE: Annual dues for 2022 are $25.00 per family 

Make check payable to Napa Valley A’s and mail to: PO Box 2656, Napa, CA 94558 

(Mail your annual Model A Ford Club of America dues directly to: MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress St, La Habra, CA 90631.) 

 

Name: _______________________________ Birthday: ______________ Email: _____________________ 

 

Name: _______________________________ Birthday: ______________ Email: _____________________ 

 

MAFCA Member?  Y  N  MAFCA Membership Number: ________________________ 

 

Phone: ___________________ Cell Phone: ___________________ Anniversary: _____________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ City: __________________ State: ______Zip: ____________ 

 

Model A Year(s): ______________________ Model(s) ______________ Restored? Y  N Need Help? Y  N 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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