
MAY 2022        WINE PRESS    VOLUME 43, ISSUE 5 

 

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

         

2022 Officers 

President 

Jim Kanne 

jmkanne0054@sbcglobal.net 

Immediate Past President 

Sam Leach 

samleach@comcast.net 

Vice President 

Jim Mounter 

jmounter@att.net 

Co-Secretaries 

Toni Stergion and Lynn Mounter 

jmounter@att.net 

Treasurer 

Skip Keyser 

napakiwanian@aol.com 

 

Chairpeople 
Editor/Historian – Jim Mounter 

Hospitality – Jean Keyser 

Raffle – Howdy Rogers 

Sunshine – Barbara Fanucchi 

The Wine Press is a publication of the Napa 

Valley A’s, a chapter of the Model A Ford Club 

of America.   Permission to reproduce items 

published in the Wine Press is granted; 

however please give credit to the Wine Press 

when appropriate.  The Wine Press welcomes 

any articles or suggestions that are of general 

interest to the Model A hobbyist.  Please 

submit all such material to the editor, 

jmounter@att.net, by the end of the month 

preceding publication. 

A Look Back 

Napa Valley A’s History for May 

May 12, 2007: Dave and Jan Granquist and Jim Mounter met at 

the Nob Hill parking lot to begin the tour to Fred Stoke’s All-

American Old Car Day.  Jim was in his modern car, so Dave and 

Jan offered a ride in their Victoria.  We headed up valley to 

Calistoga where John Davis was waiting for us.  John led us on a 

scenic route to the Stoke Ranch where we say everything from 

stock Model T’s to hot rods from the 50’s and 60’s.  After 

admiring about 250 cars on display we stopped at the restored 

Signal gas station and then visited the Oil Can Museum 

including unusual brands such as Hippo Oil and Lion Head Oil. 

 

May 12, 2012:  There were 72 entries in the Shearer Charter 

School Car Show. The event raised $9000 to be used for field 

trips, after school classes, books and more.  There were five 

Model A’s from the club at the show. 

 

A Look Forward 

 

May 7: East Bay Swap Meet, Naval Air Station, 2151 Ferry Point 

#77, Alameda 

May 8: Cars n Coffee 8:00 am at Brewed in the Napa Outlets, 

865 Factory Stores Dr., Napa 

May 15: Redwood Empire Early Ford V-8 Club Swap Meet, 

Sonoma-Marin Fairgrounds, Petaluma 

May 26: Napa Valley A’s Meeting 7:00 pm at Creekside 

Community Church, Napa 
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Rebuilding the 2 Tooth Steering Box 

 

At our last meeting, Matt Pendergast asked for 

some help in rebuilding his steering box.  Following 

is a link to an online article by Ryan Manson.  The 

article is well illustrated with photos and text; too 

many to include in this newsletter but a useful 

guide to the restorer. 

automotiveamerican.com/2021/01/29/how-to-

rebuild-a-model-a-two-tooth-steering-box-ryan-

manson-clampdowncomp-com/ 

Matt also suggested a column in this newsletter for 

members to request help on specific projects or to 

find parts.  Many of us have extra parts stored in 

our garages that we will likely never use which 

could be available to members.  Likewise, many of 

us have owned our Model A’s for years and have 

accumulated a wealth of knowledge and 

experience working on them.   It is easy to assume 

that everyone has this same degree of knowledge 

and therefore there is no need to state the obvious 

(to some) tips and suggestions.  Therefore, if you 

are planning a project or in need of a part, let me 

(jmounter@att.net) know and I will get the word 

out to the members and any words of advice 

received will be published in this newsletter. 

Meeting Date 

The next meeting will be on the fourth Thursday, 

May 26 at 7:00 pm at Creekside Community Church 

located at 1050 Hagen Rd. in Napa.  Toni Stergion 

and Colby Jennings will bring refreshments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q & A Section 

Q: I am wanting to put an oil pressure gauge in my 

Model A and since the oil pressure in one of these 

cars is around 5 psi tops and a regular gauge starts 

around 5 psi, any help would be appreciated. 

Paul O’Hallarn 

A: Honestly I would be more concerned about 

water temperature than oil pressure. I have a 

water temp gauge and a tachometer on a dual 

mount below the speedo. 

John Prohaska 

A: The pump just transfers oil to the valve 

chamber. It develops next to no pressure because 

none of the bearings are pressure fed. If the line 

splits, you’ll empty the sump.  Just something else 

to go wrong IMO. 

Ray Major 

A: For me, it would just be something to do, and 

take up more space for a gauge. I've got some 60 

years experience with A's. Change the oil regularly, 

use good grade. 

Don Freniere 

A: Antique gauges with a 0-10 or even lower range 

do come up on eBay from time to time. The 

Brattons one is guaranteed to work, though, which 

the eBay ones often don't (and no returns, of 

course). 

Colin Cannell 
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Time For Birthdays 

Toni Stergion    May 2 

Ken Midile    May 3 

Don Thomas    May 15 

Marty Leach    May 19 

 

 
Gerri and Howdy Rogers  June 4 

 

Napa Valley A’s Website Down? 

 

 
 

Several members have reported that they have not 

been able to access our website through this link. 

napavalleyas.org  

Hopefully, the problem can be fixed quickly and the 

website will be available once again. 

 

   
 

   

   

 

Check out our posts on Facebook.  Just use the 

Facebook search engine and look for Napa Valley A’s. 
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 Tech Tip  

By Jim Cannon 

“Grease Fitting Added to 7-tooth Steering Gear”  

The Ford Service Bulletin from September, 1928, has a brief mention of adding a grease fitting to the sector 

shaft housing of the 7-tooth steering gear. Today’s Tech Tip is a reprint of that little article from that bulletin.
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You fill the steering gear box with the very heavy 

and thick 600W oil, and you squirt a little grease 

into this fitting that you are adding. The grease will 

lubricate the sector shaft, and it will form a little bit 

of a barrier that will slow down (not stop) the 

600W gear oil from seeping out the sector shaft. 

Have a Model A Day! 
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Member Profile:  Michael Simmons 

 

Q: Where were you born? 
A: I was born in Redlands, California. 

  
Q: What is your occupation (or former occupation if retired)? 
-A: I am a dentist. 
  

Q: How old were you when you saw your first Model A? 
A: I was only 8 years old. 

  
Q: When did you first become interested in Model A’s? 
A: I became interested at the age of 12. 
  
Q: What was the year and model of your first Model A (or the Model A you would like to own)? 
A: I bought my first Model A in 1992 when I was 25.  The one I own now is a 1931 AA that has been shortened 
by 5 feet.  I’m not sure what to call it, maybe a Model A ½? 

  
Q: How many Model A’s have you owned in your lifetime? 
A: I have owned two.  The second one is currently in progress. 

  
Q: What was your longest trip in a Model A? 
A: Longest trip so far has been 38 miles.  I am hoping to change that soon. 
 

 Q: What was the last event in which you drove or rode in a Model A? 
A: I drove my first Model A to dental school in 1993. 
 
 Q: What is the next major project for your Model A? 
A:  My next project is to get all the brake lines installed and start wiring. 

 

Q: What would your fellow Model Aers be surprised to know about you? 
A: My favorite foods are Middle Eastern and Indian.  I had a belly dancer at my wedding twenty six years ago!!
 

New Mailing Address 
 

Skip and Jean Keyser have offered the club the use 
of a mail box at their business in Napa.  The club 
has voted to accept this generous offer which will  
save the club the cost of the post office box which 

is currently $138 per year.  The address change will 

take place at some future date with some overlap 

so that mail is not lost in the move.   
 
 

 

 

The new address is 800 School St. Suite D, Napa, CA 

94559.  Since Article I of the bylaws specifies the 

address, the bylaws will have to be amended to 

make the change.  Article VIII of the bylaws 

requires a thirty day written notice of intentions to 

amend the bylaws.  This report will serve as that 

notice. 
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Napa Valley A’s 

General Meeting April 28, 2022 

 

President Jim Kanne called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm.  Twelve members were present including our new 

members, Michael Simmons and Matt and Lee Ann Pendergast. 

Secretary’s Report:  The March meeting minutes as published in the newsletter were approved.  

Correspondence:  None 

Treasurer’s Report: Skip Keyser passed around the financial report and stated that the club is financially 

solvent.  Skip reported that he had filed the federal and state tax returns and the non-profit statement. 

 At this time we have sixteen paid family units that are part of the club. 

Club Activities: The April Ice Cream Social was held at the Habit Burger on Soscol Avenue.  Ken Rands, Barbara 

Fanucchi, Sam Leach, and Jim and Sheila Kanne attended.  Sam also ordered a meal to go for Marty. 

Diablo A’s are holding a Tech Seminar on Saturday, April 30th in Concord.  The seminar will be on air filters and 

carburetors. 

The Napa Ford car show is tentatively scheduled for June 18th.  More information will be available as the date 

gets closer. 

Sam Leach is planning several events in July including the 4th of July parade in Calistoga, a local tour on July 

16th and an Ice Cream Social on July 30th as that is the 159th birthday of Henry Ford. 

Future events include the Napa Main Street Reunion car show in August and the Yountville Days Parade in 

October. 

Editor’s Report:  Jim Mounter submitted a bill for $61.21 for ink for the newsletter.  The bill was paid. 

Sunshine Report:  Barbara Fanucchi reported that Ken and Virginia Midile were having some pain issues and 

will be seeing a new doctor in hopes of getting some relief.  Marty Leach is doing better according to Sam.  

Lynn Mounter is still having occasional problems with nausea, but is gradually improving.  Howdy Rogers and 

Sam are scheduled for surgery in St. Helena and at Queen of the Valley Hospital respectively. 

Continued on Page 7 
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Continued from Page 6

Hospitality Report: Jim and Sheila brought cookies, lemon bars and ice cream for refreshments.    Toni and 

Colby have volunteered to bring refreshments for May and Howdy Rogers will bring refreshments in June.  

Old Business:  Skip Keyser has submitted a letter requesting a refund of the additional $24 in post office box 

costs but has not had a reply. 

Skip and Jean have offered the use of a mail box at their business location at 800 School St. in Napa.  This 

would save the club $138 per year in post office box rent.  Sam Leach made the motion to accept the offer, 

seconded by Sheila Kanne.  The motion was approved. 

Several members stated that they have not been able to access the new club web site.  Matt Pendergast 

stated that it is not easy to find the Napa Valley A’s on line and supported the idea of having a web site to 

encourage new members to join.  

New Business:  Jim Kanne suggested we express our gratitude to Creekside Community Church for allowing us 

to use their facilities for meetings.  Skip Keyser had contacted Mechanics Bank and they indicated that their 

facility would only be available during the day.   The club voted to make a donation of $200 to the church. 

Raffle:   The raffle brought in $28 for the evening.   

Shop Talk: Matt Pendergast spoke about some of the things he has encountered on his Model A from the 

previous owner:  wood screws in place of machine screws, no front brakes due to a missing operating wedge 

and stud, grossly mistimed ignition, and a steering box that was locked up due to over tightening.  He 

suggested that we start a column in the newsletter for parts and help wanted so that members who are 

looking for parts or for help on specific projects can connect with other members who can help.  Matt is 

presently looking for help on rebuilding his two-tooth steering column.  He also noted that hybrid vehicles are 

really not new.  He gave as an example the 1926 Owen Magnetic owned by Jay Leno.  The Owen Magnetic has 

a gas engine that powers a generator that supplies power to the traction motor on the rear wheels. 

Michael Simmons reported that the frame on his Model A has been welded and will be powder coated soon.  

He suggested that there may be several Model A parts in storage at the Pope Valley Garage.  He will contact 

the owner and arrange a meeting along with a couple of other members from the club.  Michael also noted 

that the members collectively have a great deal of knowledge on the Model A and that the newsletter column 

would enable individual members to tap into that knowledge base. 

Good of the Order: 

  “I was so naïve as a kid I used to sneak behind the barn and do nothing.” 

Johnny Carson 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:52pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jim Mounter for 

Lynn Mounter, Co-Secretary   
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Napa Valley A’s 2022 Membership Application 

***** Membership Application/2022 Annual Dues Renewal***** 

NOTE: Annual dues for 2022 are $25.00 per family 

Make check payable to Napa Valley A’s and mail to: PO Box 2656, Napa, CA 94558 

(Mail your annual Model A Ford Club of America dues directly to: MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress St, La Habra, CA 90631.) 

 

Name: _______________________________ Birthday: ______________ Email: _____________________ 

 

Name: _______________________________ Birthday: ______________ Email: _____________________ 

 

MAFCA Member?  Y  N  MAFCA Membership Number: ________________________ 

 

Phone: ___________________ Cell Phone: ___________________ Anniversary: _____________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ City: __________________ State: ______Zip: ____________ 

 

Model A Year(s): ______________________ Model(s) ______________ Restored? Y  N Need Help? Y  N 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Wine Press 

P.O. Box 2656 

Napa, CA 94558 
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