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2022 Officers 

President 

Jim Kanne 

jmkanne0054@sbcglobal.net 

Immediate Past President 

Sam Leach 

samleach@comcast.net 

Vice President 

Jim Mounter 

jmounter@att.net 

Co-Secretaries 

Toni Stergion and Lynn Mounter 

jmounter@att.net 

Treasurer 

Skip Keyser 

napakiwanian@aol.com 

 

Chairpeople 
Editor/Historian – Jim Mounter 

Hospitality – Jean Keyser 

Raffle – Howdy Rogers 

Sunshine – Barbara Fanucchi 

The Wine Press is a publication of the Napa 

Valley A’s, a chapter of the Model A Ford Club 

of America.   Permission to reproduce items 

published in the Wine Press is granted; 

however please give credit to the Wine Press 

when appropriate.  The Wine Press welcomes 

any articles or suggestions that are of general 

interest to the Model A hobbyist.  Please 

submit all such material to the editor, 

jmounter@att.net, by the end of the month 

preceding publication. 

A Look Back 

Napa Valley A’s History for July 

July 4, 2007: Napa Valley A’s won first place in the pre-1932 

class at the parade in Calistoga.  After the parade we went to 

Benessere Winery where Barbara  Fanucchi provided wine 

glasses and three different varietals of wine to enjoy with our 

picnic. 

July 18, 2007: Pacific Blues Café in Yountville was the setting 

for the July Ice Cream Social.  After having our evening meal, 

we went next door to the ice cream shop at Vintage 1870.  The 

event was attended by the Mounters, Beldens, Stegmans, 

Leaches, Goines, and Ron Stevens. 

July 4, 2012:  Napa Valley A’s again won first place at the 

Calistoga Independence Day parade.  We won a trophy and a 

ribbon which the club decided to give to Emily Smith for her 

enthusiasm at the parade and at the picnic afterwards at the 

Pistoni Winery.   

July 13, 2012: Nine cars participated in the event at the 

Meadows.  We had a great lunch and a great band, but we 

were parked in the back and not many residents were able to 

see our cars. 

A Look Forward 

July 10: Cars n Coffee 8:00 am at Brewed in the Napa Outlets 

July 16: Ice Cream Social with the Sonoma A’s 

July 28: Napa Valley A’s meeting 7:00 pm at Creekside 

Community Church, Napa 

July 30: Brown Bag Lunch with cake and ice cream to celebrate 

Henry Ford’s 159th birthday 
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Napa Ford Car 

Show 

Six Model A’s and a 

1959 Ford pickup 

were representing 

the club at the Napa 

Ford Car Show.  Skip 

and Jean Keyser, Ken 

Rands, Howdy and 

Gerri Rogers, Ron 

Pippert, Jim and 

Sheila Kanne, and 

Matt and Lee Ann 

Pendergast all drove 

Model A’s. It was the 

first outing with the 

club for Matt’s car. 

Ken also brought his 

1959 pickup.  The 

turnout was not as 

large as in past years, 

but Kevin Massie 

provided a barbecue 

lunch of hot dogs, hot 

links, hamburgers, 

soda and cookies.  

Ken and Ron were the 

last two contenders 

for the raffle prize.  It 

turned out that the 

winning ticket was 

actually held by Ron’s 

mother, Doris. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

Calistoga Parade 

Six Model A’s 

participated in the 

July 4th Parade in 

Calistoga.  John Davis, 

Barbara Fanucchi, 

Howdy and Gerri 

Rogers, Skip and Jean 

Keyser, and Jim and 

Sheila Kanne drove 

Model A’s.   Sam 

Leach’s car made the 

first outing since the 

rebuilt engine was 

installed.  His car was 

driven by Barbara’s 

neighbor, Cliff.  

After the parade, 

everyone met at the 

Midiles for a potluck 

barbecue and some 

Model A talk.  Celeste 

and Richard Weklych, 

Matt and Lee Ann 

Pendergast,  Lynn and 

Jim Mounter, and of 

course, Virginia and 

Ken joined us. 
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Time For Birthdays 

Paula Belden    July 12 

Geoffrey Calkins   August 4 

 
Lynn and Jim Mounter  July 4 

Celeste and Richard Weklych  July 20 

 

Napa Valley A’s Website Up and Running! 

 
It is accessible through this link: 

napavalleyas.org  

 

 

   
 

   

   

 

Check out our posts on Facebook.  Just use the 

Facebook search engine and look for Napa Valley A’s. 
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For Sale 

 1919 Model T Touring 

1919 Model T touring sedan (Henrietta).  It has a  

Ruckstell rear end, crank and automatic starter, all 

original.  Was running when parked.  Located in 

Napa County.  Asking $5000.  For more 

information, contact Michael Simmons, 

 

Meeting Date 

The next meeting will be on the fourth Thursday,  
July 28 at 7:00 pm at Creekside Community Church 

located at 1050 Hagen Rd. in Napa.  Sam Leach will  

bring refreshments.

(707) 815-2208 or mikesimmonsdds@gmail.com. 
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Ice Cream Social 

Sam Leach is planning an Ice Cream Social with the 

Sonoma A’s on July 16th.  If you are planning to 

attend, please contact Sam at (707) 224-4807 or 

samleach@comcast.net by July 10th.  Sam will be 

sending out details as to the time and location to 

meet via text. 

Birthday Party 

The Napa Valley Model A Ford Club would like you 

to participate in a brown bag luncheon on July 30th.  

Bring your Brown Bag Lunch. 

We will be celebrating Henry’s 159 birthday with 

CAKE AND ICE CREAM. 

We will meet at 11:00 am at the Food City parking 

lot, Jefferson St. & Old Sonoma Road.  Sam needs 

 a head count ASAP, but no later than July 17th. 

If you have any questions please let Sam know. 

Napa Parade 

Ken Rands represented the Napa Valley A’s in 

Napa’s 4th of July Parade.  He met Dave, a potential 

new member along the route. 

 

mikesimmonsdds@gmail.com
mailto:samleach@comcast.net
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Model A’s and Flying Monkeys 

While talking with friends at the Napa Ford car show, I was asked if I had heard of Napa’s 

legendary flying monkeys known locally as Rebobs.  Not having grown up in Napa, I had no 

firsthand experience with the Rebobs, but it turns out I had heard the stories about them.  One 

of the stories involves a young high school couple and his early ’28 Model A roadster. 

First, it is necessary to explain what the Rebobs are and how they came about.  It seems there 

was a secret government experiment during the war designed to produce a hybrid cross 

between the Rhesus Monkey and the Giant African Bat.  The purpose was to produce an animal 

that could be trained to fly silently at night and drop explosive charges on enemy positions.  The 

experiment was a success, in as much as they were able to produce an animal that had the 

characteristics of both animals. However, the animals proved to be ill-tempered and impossible 

to train.  The animals were supposed to be destroyed, but some escaped and fled to the hills of 

Napa in the vicinity of Partrick Road. 

In the early ‘50’s, a young man of high school age and his girlfriend were out on a Saturday 

night date in his Model A roadster.  After attending a movie at the Uptown Theatre and 

grabbing a hamburger at The Wright Spot, they decided to drive up to the end of Partrick Road 

to “watch the stars”.  While engaged in this activity, they suddenly became aware of a sound 

like the flapping of giant wings and were attacked by a large flying creature that attempted to 

fly into the girl’s hair and threatened to fly off with her.  Quickly starting the Model A, the 

young couple sped off down the hill to escape the attack.  In their haste to get away, the young 

man lost control of the car and it ran off the road and came to rest against a large rock. 

Fortunately, the young couple survived the attack and the wreck and was able to tell the story 

to their friends and families.  The car can still be seen in Napa, although a careful examination 

will reveal that although the rest of the car has definite early ’28 features, the hood and both 

front fenders have been replaced with the later ’29 parts.  I believe the story is true because I 

have seen the car and can verify that the hood and fenders do not match the year of the car.

  

  

  
5  



JULY 2022                   WINE PRESS         VOLUME 43, ISSUE 7

Napa Valley A’s 

General Meeting June 23, 2022 

President Jim Kanne brought the meeting to order at 7:05 PM. 

Thirteen members and one guest were present. 

Secretaries’ Report:  The minutes from last month’s meeting were approved. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Skip Keyser circulated the Treasurer’s Report. No new expenses were reported. 

Club Activities:  The Ford Napa Car Show was held on June 18. Six Model A’s were presented, fewer than last 

year. Lunch was provided - burgers, hotdogs, hot links, soda and cookies.  

The Cars n Coffee event is scheduled for July 10 at Brewed in Napa from 8 am to 10 am. Matt and Lee Ann 

Pendergast plan to go. Jim Kanne and Sheila might go. Lee Ann suggested that we have information about the 

club for prospective members. Jim Mounter mentioned that we have a tri-fold brochure that he will update 

for this purpose. 

Jim Kanne invited people to the July 3 (Sunday) Torchlight Parade on Main Street in Benicia. This will be first 

time that it has been held since Covid began. The parade begins at about 6 pm. Jim will be showing his Model 

A.  A marching band will be there. If anyone is interested, please contact Jim Kanne. 

Get ready for the Calistoga 4th of July Parade! The parade starts at 11 am. Sam Leach passed around a sign-up 

sheet for people to list their name, body style and year of their car, to be given to the parade organizers. 

Members are invited to the Midile’s house for a picnic after the parade. 

The July tour will be held on Saturday, July 16. Sam Leach is planning a trip through Napa. We will meet at Nob 

Hill Foods, 611 Trancas St. at 11 am.  Note:  Look for a text from Sam with updated information. 

The July 30 Ice Cream Social, 159th birthday of Henry Ford - details are to be determined. 

Jim Mounter will be planning the August tour. He is considering car games, a poker run or a garage sale 

scavenger hunt. 

The Napa Main Street Reunion Car Show, usually held in August is to be hosted by the Napa Valley Cruisers. 

There are entry fees. The night before the show is the Show and Shine event. 

Editor’s Report:  Jim Mounter distributed the new Napa Valley A’s Membership Roster and Handbook for 

2022. 

Sunshine Report:  Virginia Midile will have an operation for fusion of the spine. 

Howdy Rogers had a carotid stent and plans to have a leg stent at the end of July. 

 

Continued on Page 7 
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Continued from Page 6

Hospitality Report: 

Howdy and Gerri Rogers brought strawberry shortcake with vanilla ice cream to this evening’s meeting.   Sam 

Leach will bring refreshments for the July meeting and John Davis will bring refreshments in August.  There will 

be a pie social at the October meeting. 

Old Business:  Review and changes to the bylaws - to be tabled for next meeting. 

 The new post office box number will be listed on the membership applications. 

New Business:  None 

Raffle:  $21.00 was made. 

Shop Talk:  Jim Kanne brought an old condenser for Matt Pendergast.  Matt needed it to make a dummy 

condenser to maintain the look of the original distributor housing when using a modern style upper distributor 

plate. 

Matt has tried a mixture of anti-freeze and Water Wetter to lower the operating temperature of his radiator.  

He reports that it is still running between 190 and 200 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Good of the Order: 

 Speed kills. Drive a Model A Ford and live forever! 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynn Mounter, Co-Secretary 

Sliced Bread 

On July 7, 1928, a bakery in Chillicothe, Missouri promoted pre-cut bread using the automatic bread-slicing 

machine by saying that it was the greatest forward step in the baking industry since bread was wrapped.  This 

was an invention by Otto Frederick Rohwedder.  

One of the first major brands to distribute 

sliced bread was Wonder, starting in 1930. 

Wonder Bread originally appeared in stores in 

1921 in Indianapolis, where it was 

manufactured by the Taggart Baking Company. 

An executive there dreamed up the bread’s 

name after being filled with wonder while 

watching the International Balloon Race at the 

Indianapolis Speedway.  
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Napa Valley A’s 2022 Membership Application 

***** Membership Application/2022 Annual Dues Renewal***** 

NOTE: Annual dues for 2022 are $25.00 per family 

Make check payable to Napa Valley A’s and mail to: PO Box 2656, Napa, CA 94558 

(Mail your annual Model A Ford Club of America dues directly to: MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress St, La Habra, CA 90631.) 

 

Name: _______________________________ Birthday: ______________ Email: _____________________ 

 

Name: _______________________________ Birthday: ______________ Email: _____________________ 

 

MAFCA Member?  Y  N  MAFCA Membership Number: ________________________ 

 

Phone: ___________________ Cell Phone: ___________________ Anniversary: _____________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ City: __________________ State: ______Zip: ____________ 

 

Model A Year(s): ______________________ Model(s) ______________ Restored? Y  N Need Help? Y  N 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Wine Press 

P.O. Box 2656 

Napa, CA 94558 
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